MESSAGE FROM OUR BISHOP
Dear Friends,
We celebrated last month the Feast of St Rafqa, Lebanon’s first nun
saint, and we reflected on her blessed life, which she dedicated to the
love of God, bearing pain and sufferings with patience and happiness.
I would like to share with you the following touching and significant
story from her saintly life inviting you to learn lessons especially from
her full trust in the Mercy of God. . In 1885, Sister Rafqa made an
unusual request of Jesus, asking to share in his suffering. She
immediately began to experience pain in her head, which moved to her
eyes after a while. The doctor recommended immediate surgery for
Sister Rafqa. During the surgery, she refused anesthesia, and the
doctor made a mistake, which caused her eye to emerge from its socket
and fall to the floor. Sister Rafqa, instead of panicking, blessed the
doctor, saying, "For Christ's passion, god bless your hands and may
God repay you.
We ask her to intervene with the Lord so that our people follow in her footsteps to sainthood.
And as we celebrate the month of May dedicated to the veneration of Mary – the Mother of our Lord
Jesus Christ, I ask you to pray the Rosary, one of the most wonderful prayers we can pray anytime as it
allows us to journey with our Lady the Holy Mother of God and contemplate major events in the history of
our salvation. Join me praying for our families in Australia and for the people of the Middle East
confronted with the destructive and sterile spiral of violence. We ask the Lord by the intersessions of Our
Lady to bestow upon all people and nations, his peace!
God bless you all.
Bishop AntoineCharbel Tarabay

DIOCESAN HIGHLIGHTS
Bishop Tarabay speaks about the Family at the National
Conference for Catholic Families

Bishop Tarabay joined the
National Association of Catholic
Families on Sunday 10 April 2016
at their National Conference 2016
held in Kurrajong under the
theme: The Family  Pearl of Great
Price. The Conference coincided
with the launch of Pope Francis'
PostSynodal Apostolic
Exhortation, Amoris Laeticia, The
Joy of Love, on love in the family.
Bishop Tarabay spoke to the
families at the Conference about
the Synod on the Family in which
he participated in October 2015
and the important role that they
play in today's society.

The Maronite Family procession day: all united under the mantle
of the Holy Family
As part of the Eparchy’s initiatives for
the Jubilee Year of Mercy, the
Maronite Office of Family Life and
Marriage invited all parishes of the
Eparchy to take part in a family day
procession from Our Lady of
Lebanon CoCathedral in Harris Park
to Saint Joseph the Worker Church in
Saint Raymond’s Parish in Auburn
South on Sunday 1 May 2016. The
procession began at OLOL at 2.30pm
and concluded with a Mass for the
Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker
celebrated by His Excellency
AntoineCharbel Tarabay at 5.00pm.
Many parishioners took part in this event and enjoyed a spiritual day for which were united under the
mantle of the Holy Family.

The Maronite Ladies of the Gospel supports the North Autism
Centre in Lebanon
Under the patronage of His
Excellency Bishop Antoine
Charbel Tarabay, the
Maronite Ladies of the
Gospel held a fundraising
lunch to support the North
Autism Centre in Lebanon
dedicated to help kids
diagnosed with the Autism
spectrum disorder,
commonly known as ASD. The Centre is doing a tremendous job advocating for the rights of individuals
with Autism, providing them and their families support and services from early childhood to adulthood,
and integrating them within society.

WHAT'S ON IN OUR PARISHES

Bishop Tarabay celebrated St Rafqa’s Feast with the Maronite Community of Austral
His Excellency Bishop AntoineCharbel Tarabay celebrated the Solemn Mass for the feast of St Rafqa
on Saturday 19th of April at St Rafqa’s Church Austral in the presence of Fr Nabil Wehbe, Parish Priest,
Members of the Clergy and Religious Sisters, Presidents of Australian Lebanese Political parties and
Associations, Representatives of the media along with parishioners.
“As we celebrate the Feast of St Rafqa, declared Saint in July 2001, we reflect on her blessed life, which
she dedicated to the love of God, bearing pain and sufferings with patience and happiness,” Bishop
Tarabay said in his homily.
“St Rafqa is an example for us to dedicate ourselves to mercy, embracing her life as a guide in loving
and forgiving others, as well as in facing our personal problems and daily obstacles, which prevent us
from being close to God,” concluded Bishop Tarabay.
Upon conclusion of the mass, Bishop Tarabay attended a musical for St Rafqa prepared by Fr Nabil
Wehbe, parish priest, and performed by the parish youth. Bishop Tarabay conveyed his congratulations
expressing his admiration for the great and inspiring celebration.

CATHOLIC NEWS
Pope to Young People: Get Back Up on Your Feet
Remember that God is always your friend, even when you let Him down. Therefore, don’t worry if you’ve
fallen, get back up and start fresh.

Pope Francis stressed this during his Jubilee Mass for young people, reminding them that the Lord is
faithful to His friends and believes in them.
“Even if you disappoint Him and walk away from Him, Jesus continues to want the best for you and to
remain close to you; He believes in you even more than you believe in yourself. This, the Pope said, is
an example of genuine love that Jesus teaches to us. “This is very important! Because the biggest threat
to growing up well comes from thinking that no one cares about us – and that is always a sadness – from
feeling that we are all alone. The Lord, on the other hand, is always with you and He is happy to be with
you.”
The Pope then gave the teenagers some practical advice in times of difficulty. “When loving seems hard,
when it is difficult to say no to something wrong, look up at Jesus on the Cross, embrace the Cross and
don’t ever let go of His hand. He will point you ever higher, and pick you up whenever you fall.
Throughout life we will fall many times, because we are sinners, we are weak. But there is always the
hand of God who picks us up, who raises us up. Jesus wants us to be up on our feet! Think of the
beautiful word Jesus said to the paralytic: ‘Arise!’”
“God has created us to be on our feet,” Francis continued, recalling, “There is a lovely song that
mountain climbers sing as they climb. It goes like this: ‘In climbing, the important thing is not to not fall,
but to not remain fallen!’ To have the courage to pick oneself up, to allow oneself to be raised up by
Jesus. And His hand is often given through the hand of a friend, through the hand of one’s parents,
through the hand of those who accompany us throughout life. Jesus Himself is present in them. So arise!
God wants us up on our feet, ever on our feet!”
Source: zenit.org / April 24, 2016

OUR MARONITE CALENDAR
BISHOP ANTOINE–CHARBEL TARABAY  May 2016
Sunday, 1 May 2016: Procession from Our Lady of Lebanon to St Joseph the Worker, Auburn
Wednesday, 4 May 2016: Eastern Catholic Bishops Meeting
Friday, 6 May 2016: OLOL Gala Dinner at Le Montage, Lilyfield
Saturday, 7 May 2016: St Maroun's Annual Gala Dinner  St Maroun's Parish, Brisbane
Friday, 13 May 2016: Mass with the Rosa Mystica Group at 11am St Charbel's Church, Punchbowl
Tuesday, 17 May 2016: Council of Priests Meeting at 10.30am and Maronite Youth Diocesan Council
Meeting at 8pm
1819 May 2016: Clergy Meetings at St Charbel's Parish, Punchbowl
Wednesday, 25 May 2016: Campion College 10th Anniversary Dinner at Le Montage, Lilyfield
Thursday, 26 May 2016: Dinner in support of Tele Lumiere Noursat at Westella Renaissance
Monday, 30 May 2016: Australian Lebanese Foundation Annual Dinner, University of Sydney
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